1.The best way to study for the course

The best way to study is to understand very well the lecture notes, and then answer the weekly questions.
2. Assessment - two possibilities:

a)Normal phase:

· One test about the first part of the syllabus.

· A second test about the second part of the syllabus.

Final mark = a weighted average of the two marks + a bonus of 1-2 points.
The weight of each test is equal to the proportion of lectures assessed by it.

 b) Recourse phase (for the students who fail in the normal phase):

One exam at the beginning of July

Final mark = mark in the exam + a bonus of 1-2 points.
Note: students who fail in this regular phase, but get positive (more than 9.5/20) in one of the two tests, in the recourse phase may - if they wish - only do about the part in which they failed.

Their overall mark will then be the weighted average between that positive mark in the regular phase and the mark in the recourse phase.

3. Bonus.

At the end of each week, I upload into Aquila about 15-20 questions covering the topics taught during the week. Then you have one week to hand me the answers.

You’ll only get a bonus of 1-2 points if you answer in a serious way (even if wrong) to all the weekly questions.

If you answer to only part of the questions, or to some questions without due effort, you will get only part of the bonus.

If the tests happen to be too difficult and the overall marks of the class happen to be very unsatisfactory, I will raise the full bonus to up to 2 points.


I make the effort to do so many questions – about almost all ideas presented during the lectures – because it is the best way for you to study for the tests.


Before answering the questions about each lecture, you should start by reading and understanding the notes you took during that lecture. Then you should try to answer each question in the best possible way:

- It is a rehearsal to what you will do during the tests. Some of the questions of the tests are not very different from the ones presented along the various weeks.

- The main part of your study should be to read your class notes and use them to answer the weekly questions.

Note: you may discuss the answers to each question with your colleagues; but your answers should be written by you only.

Four years ago, two students presented exactly the same answers to the weekly questions, and none of them did get the bonus: neither the one who copied, nor the one who let the other copy.

4. Proposed dates for the tests
1st test:  Changed to April 18th Saturday, 11h30-14h 
2nd test: Thursday May 28th, 18h (instead of the official date June 16th).

The reason: the official date is in the middle of many other tests, making it difficult for you to concentrate properly on the course.

In the first lecture of the course, please tell me whether the suggested dates are OK. I will then set the definitive dates.
